


Community Engagement

A critical element of The Washington Ballet’s mission is to actively
engage the city of Washington and its surrounding communities.
TWB’s community engagement programs and initiatives are
designed to connect children and adults of all ages to the art form
and bring the joy of dance to their lives. Through a combination of
dance education, activities that support in-school curriculum and
illuminating the art of ballet, TWB strives to enrich the lives of
others in the community it calls home.

TWB@THEARC
The Washington Ballet annually budgets
more than $1.4 million on its community
engagement and educational efforts, the
most notable of which is The Washington
Ballet studios at the Town Hall Education,
Arts and Recreation Campus (THEARC).
Opened in 2005, this satellite campus of
The Washington School of Ballet bustles
with the energy and excitement of more
than 300 youth and 100 adults who study
ballet, jazz, hip hop, modern and African
dance, as well as Pilates and yoga, in two state-of-the-art studios.
To ensure access for all, TWB offers tuition on a sliding scale and
numerous scholarships, based on household income and need.
TWB@THEARC students follow the same curriculum and
conservatory-style training as the other two campuses of The
Washington School of Ballet in Northwest Washington, DC and
Alexandria, VA.
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For more

information

about DanceDC

and EXCEL!, please
call The Washington
Ballet at 202.889.8150
or visit www.
washingtonballet.org

DanceDC

Since 1999, TWB has endeavored to reach underserved areas of the surrounding community
through DanceDC, a celebrated education and outreach initiative that has served tens of
thousands of Washington, DC public school students. This unigue program combines
creative movement with an integrated academic curriculum in compliance with District of
Columbia Public School (DCPS) standards, the National Standards for Dance Education and
Howard Gardner’s theory of multiple intelligences. Today, DanceDC classes are taught
onsite at Turner at Green, Malcom X and JO Wilson Elementary Schools in Southeast
Washington; Bruce Monroe and John Eaton Elementary Schools in Northwest; the Sitar
Center for the Arts also in Northwest; and Smothers Elementary in Northeast, serving more
than 700 children each year. Part of the stated goals of the program includes collaborations
in all eight wards of the city.

Through DanceDC, an increasing number of students are being introduced to the arts via
integrated classroom instruction, fostering a strong relationship between the arts and
collaborative learning.

The goals of The Washington Ballet’s DanceDC program are to encourage students to:

* Engage in a program that supports DC Public School efforts to improve reading test
scores and vocabulary comprehension and provides opportunities for creative thinking

* Learn teamwork through cooperative learning

» Develop a greater sense of self-esteem, confidence and discipline

» Study the principles of dance and gain an appreciation for the arts

» Attend performances by The Washington Ballet professional company

EXCEL!

The achievements of DanceDC prompted The Washington Ballet to implement a unique
scholarship program enabling girls and boys from participating DanceDC schools to receive
full scholarships to attend classes at The Washington School of Ballet. This program, EXCEL!,
provides students with access to the same high-caliber training offered at all three campuses
of The Washington School of Ballet in Northwest Washington, DC, Southeast Washington,
and Alexandria, VA.

Moving Wisdom

Moving Wisdom offers senior citizens ages 60 and older the opportunity to build healthier
bodies and express their creativity through movement. Created by Sylvia Soumah, founder
of West African dance company Coyaba Dance Theater and African dance teacher at
THEARC, Moving Wisdom integrates African and other culturally specific dance forms with
related music to inspire the mind, body and soul.

inthewings with Septime Webre

Throughout the season, Mr. Webre and company artists host illuminating and intriguing
lecture/demonstrations in the intimate England Studio Theater, housed at TWB'’s Wisconsin
Avenue studios. Each inthewings event offers insight into upcoming productions and
enhances audience members’ theater-going experience.

The Washington Ballet Studio Company performances

The Washington Ballet Studio Company provides a bridge between The Washington School of
Ballet and The Washington Ballet professional company. The members of the Studio Company
perform in TWRB'’s repertoire and also dance their own works throughout the DC community.

How You Can Help

The Washington Ballet provides $447,000 annually in merit-based scholarships and need-
based financial assistance to talented and deserving students. Scholarships are available for
students at all three school locations:

* Northwest Washington campus

* Southeast Washington campus at THEARC

* The Athenaeum in Alexandria, VA

If you are interested in supporting a scholarship, please contact TWB'’s development office at

202.362.3606.



